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1. The exchanges of peoples, plants, animals, and diseases led to environmental, cultural, and economic changes in the Old World and particularly in the New World. The European invasion and settlement of the Western Hemisphere opened a long era of biological and technological transfers that altered American environments. Within a century of the first settlement, the domesticated livestock and major agricultural crops of the Old World had spread over much of the Americas, and the New World’s useful staple crops had enriched the agricultures of Europe, Asia, and Africa. Old World diseases that entered the Americas with European immigrants and African slaves devastated indigenous populations. These dramatic population changes weakened native peoples’ capacity for resistance and accelerated the transfer of plants, animals, and related technologies. As a result, the colonies of Spain, Portugal, England, and France became vast arenas of cultural and social experimentation. 
2. The Portuguese colonies had a vast Amerindian population and so various forms of compulsory labor service were imposed. They permitted the enslavement of Amerindians, and slave raiding into neighboring Spanish colonies roiled the border for a long period of time. They were extremely reliant on the sugar industry, and eventually the sugar plantations depended on the African slave trade, importing nearly 2 million slaves in the 18th century. The Spanish colonies rapidly developed due to the discovery of rich gold and silver mines. This allowed them to impose taxes that financed a large and intrusive bureaucracy led by viceroys located in Mexico City and Lima. It also concentrated wealth in a network of large colonial cities. The encomienda and mita system forced tens of thousands of indigenous laborers to work its mines, farms, and factories. The French colonies survived largely due to modest profits of the fur trade. Population grew slowly and they relied on alliances with native peoples to exploit the fur trade and protect its colony from European rivals. They came to depend on slavery in the Caribbean colonies to produce tropical export crops like sugar, tobacco, cacao, and coffee. The English colonies had more diverse and less profitable economies. With the exception of the southern colonies’ rice, tobacco, and indigo regions that came to depend on slave labor, the North American colonies relied on diverse economic activities such as commercial services, shipbuilding, fishing, and food crops. Slavery was important, but free immigration and indentured laborers were more common than anywhere else.
3. The Spanish political institutions had a more uniform character and were much more extensive and costly than those later established in North America by France and Great Britain. The enormous wealth produced by silver and gold mines financed these large and intrusive colonial bureaucracies. These institutions made the colonies more responsive to the initiatives of the Spanish monarchs. Spanish 











Hall 2  settlers were always a minority in a colonial society dominated by Amerindians, creoles, Africans, and people of mixed ancestry. The most powerful conquistadors and early settlers were granted the right to extract labor and tribute goods from Amerindian colonies, thus forming the encomienda system. There were more and more mixed offspring, called mestizos or mulattos. The settlements of the English colonies were created by private investors and religious minorities. They never established the unified, hierarchical model that concentrated power in a single individual, or viceroy. Settlers generally exercised greater political power, and effective local control was prominent. Indentured servants took the place in most cases of slaves. The House of Burgesses administered the colonial government. 
4. The European market demand for natural resources and forest products had environmental and cultural costs from the fur trade that were little appreciated at the time. As Amerindian peoples hunted more intensely, the natural balance of animals and plants was disrupted in southern forests. The Amerindian’s hunting gave the Europeans fur. The profits of the fur trade altered Amerindian culture as well, leading villages to place less emphasis on subsistence hunting and fishing and traditional agriculture. Their life was profoundly altered by deepening dependencies on European products, including firearms, metal tools, textiles, and alcohol. They became weakened by epidemics, alcoholism, and ethnic conflicts generated by competition for hunting grounds, which became more deadly. Amerindians were taken as slaves during their wars. Dissatisfied with the terms of trade imposed by the fur traders and angered by the slave trade, Amerindians launched attacks on English settlements in the early 1700s. Their defeat by colonial military forces led to new seizures of their land by European settlers.
5. The demographic effects of the Columbian Exchange were the New World indigenous peoples were being killed by Old World diseases such as Smallpox from the Europeans, yellow fever from the Africa, malaria from Africa, and the Measles from the Europeans. The epidemics nearly exterminated many of New England’s indigenous groups. Biological effects were that the exchange of plants and animals altered diets and lifestyles in dramatic ways. Europeans took Western Hemisphere domesticates like indigo, cacao, and tobacco, and spread them to new regions. New animals such as horses, cattle, sheep, and goats faced few predators in the Americas so they multiplied, threatening agriculture in some areas and making Amerindian peoples elsewhere more efficient hunters and more formidable fighters.
6. Early settlers from Spain and Portugal sought to create colonial societies based on the institutions and customs of their homelands. They viewed society as a vertical hierarchy of estates, as uniformly Catholic, and as an arrangement of patriarchal extended-family networks. The Spanish used the Council of the Indies to curb indigenous power. They used viceroys to overcome the distance and geographic barriers. They had a very uniform government. They used the Catholic Church as the primary agent for the introduction and transmission of Christian belief as well as European language and culture. English colonies, on the other hand, were different. They witnessed the Protestant Reformation, which helped propel English settlement in the Americas. They did not face the large and expensive 
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colonial bureaucracies established by Spain and Portugal. Private companies and individual proprietors played a much larger role in the development of English colonies. This practice led to greater regional variety in economic activity, political institutions and culture, and social structure. Also, they responded to the native peoples with a mixture of diplomacy and violence. They relied more on local control then the Spanish and Portuguese. Also, they had the House of Burgesses to serve as government. There was an intertwining of American freedom and slavery.
7. The environments played a large role in the development of the economies of the New World colonies. Previously, the New World was completely isolated from everywhere else, but now was being drawn into global events. The introduction of new plants, animals, diseases, peoples, and technologies fundamentally altered the natural environment. The environment, and the new additions of plants and animals from the Old World, helped the indigenous people adapt and helped the colonies become vast arenas of cultural and social experimentation. Also, the environment and its changes brought on major epidemics. 
8. The different forms of labor organization that developed in the various New World colonies were the encomienda system, the free wage laborers, mita system, the indentured servants system, and slavery. The encomienda system consisted of the Amerindian peoples divided among the Spanish settlers and were forced to provide them with labor or with textiles, food, or other goods. In parts of Mexico, the Amerindian population had been greatly reduced due to epidemic diseases. Therefore, Mexican silver miners relied on free-wage laborers. Peru’s Amerindian population survived in larger numbers, allowing the Spanish to impose a form of labor called the mita. Under this system, 1/7 of adult male Amerindians were compelled to work for 2 to 4 months each year in mines, farms, or textile factories. The indentured servants system was prominent in the South. A young man or woman unable to pay for transportation to the New World accepted an indenture that bound him or her to a term ranging from four to seven years of labor in return for passage, and at the end of the contract, a small parcel of land, some tools and clothes. Slavery was part of both the Spanish/Portuguese and English colonies.
9. There are many factors that explain the differences in social organization of the Spanish, Portuguese, French, and English colonies in the New World. In New England, it was ruled by the richest colonists and shared the racial attitudes of the southern colonies, but it also was the colonial society with fewest differences in wealth and status and with the most uniformly British and Protestant population in the Americas. In the south, there was more of a hierarchical society. Planters controlled the economy and political life. The richest families maintained impressive households. Small farmers, cattlemen, artisans, merchants, and fur traders held an intermediate but clearly subordinate social position. Native peoples remained influential participants in colonial society through commercial contacts and alliances, but were increasingly marginalized. There was also a large mixed population. French Canada’s population grew slowly and France relied on alliances with native peoples to exploit the fur trade and protect its colony from 
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European rivals. They came to depend on slavery and were set up much like the Spanish colonies. In Spanish colonies, few members of their great noble families came to the New World. Hidalgos were well represented as were merchants, artisans, miners, priests, and lawyers. Small numbers of criminals, beggars, and prostitutes found their way into the colonies as well. Spanish settlers were always a minority amongst the dominate Amerindians, mixed ancestry, Africans, and creoles. The most powerful conquistadors could practice the encomienda system. There was much cultural diversity and class distinctions. In Portuguese colonies such as Brazil, there was an absence of rich and powerful indigenous civilizations such as those of the Aztecs and Inca and by lower levels of European immigration. Portuguese immigrants came to exercise the same domination in Brazil as the Spanish exercised in their colonies. The growth of cities and creation of imperial institutions eventually duplicated in outline the social structures found in Spanish America. Africans and American-born descendants were the largest racial group. Colonial society was influenced more by African culture rather than by Amerindian culture. 
