Chapter 8 Study Guide
1. Byzantine and especially Sasanid imperial insitutions lay the foundations for the Islamic state. Along the Euphrates frontier, the Sasanids subsidized nomadic Arab chieftains to protect their empire from invasion. The Byzantines did the same with Arabs on their Jordanian frontier. 

2. Muhammad was born in Mecca and grew up as an orphan. He married a Qurarysh widow named Khadija. One night, the angel Gabriel spoke to him with “the Words of God”. He began to speak his revelations in public. One revelation called all people to submit to God and accept Muhammad as the last Prophet. By doing so, this made one Muslim and a follower of Islam. Mecca’s leaders feared his revelations and acceptance would threaten their power. Muhammad and his followers fled Mecca and lived in Medina. Together, the Meccan migrants and major groups in Medina bound themselves into a single community, defined solely by the acceptance of Islam and the last Prophet, called an umma. Umma soon disagreed over the succession to the caliphate. 1st civil war in Islam followed assassination of the third caliph. His assassins nominated Ali to succeed him, but received much opposition. Ali defeated opponents in Battle of Camel, but Mu’awiya from the Umayya clan renewed the challenge. Ali was killed and Mu’awiya was new caliph, succeeded by Yazid(his son) who instituted the Umayyad caliphate. Husayn revolted, wanting right of Ali’s family to rule, but was martyred. Shi’ites always agreed that Ali was rightful successor and that God’s choice as Imam has been one of his descendents. They formed due to sympathy for Husayn’s martyrdom. Those Muslims who supported the 1st of the 3 caliphs were the Sunnis, and they considered the caliphs to be Imams. Ali’s followers who had abhorred his acceptance of arbitration, claiming righteousness for themselves were the Kharijites.

3. The Shari’a provides the foundation of Islamic civilization because it is the law of Islam. Islam slowly developed laws to govern social and religious life. Shari’a embodies a vision of an umma in which all subscribed to the same moral values and political and ethnic distinctions lost importance. Every Muslim was expected to abide by and enforce religious law. Cities plagued a role of conversion. In many areas, conversion involved migrating to an Arab governing center. As conversion rapidly spread, urbanization accelerated. Cities became more heavily Muslim than countryside. New converts could go to mosques and learn Muslim culture. Cities expanded the consumer market as well. Intellectually, Muslim doctors and astronomers developed skills and theories far in advance to Europeans. Women living in rural areas worked in the fields and tended animals. Urban women lived in seclusion and covered themselves. Islamic law granted women greater status than did Christian/Jewish law. Islam allowed slavery but forbade Muslims from enslaving other Muslims/Jews/Christians/Zoroastrians. Exception was being enslaved as prisoner of war. Usually slaves converted to Islam, and many masters freed them as an act of piety. 
4. Equality was taught by Muslims for all Peoples of the Book. Caravans made the spread of Islam faster because they spread ideas and made the religion somewhat portable. Military camps were kept together and always ready for action. The Roman Empire collapsed, which was a former great territorial power. I would like to know more about their trading and the correlation of the caliphs to expansion attempts. 
5. The causes of the decline of the caliphate were bad political fragmentation, no formal organization of hierarchy directed the process of conversion, the centrality of caliphate diminished, rival caliphates accentuated decentralization, and the rise of the ulama as community leaders. 

