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Lucius Apuleius, Isis: Queen of Heaven
Matthew 5-7

1 Corinthians 15:1-55

Galatians 3:27-29
1. Note some of the features of the mystery religions of the Roman era, using the selection from Lucius Apuleius as evidence.

Greek mystery cults such as the cults of Isis and Mithras, as well as Manichaeism, displayed a tendency toward syncretism. They borrowed rites, doctrines, and symbols from one another to define themselves. The cult of Isis was derived from the ancient Egyptians’ worship of Isis and her family. It’s central theme was eternal life, through the promise of resurrection achieved by moral behavior in this life. Elements of Isis syncretized her with the Virgin Mary. She has a very motherly nature: “I am she that is the natural mother of all things, mistress and governess of all the elements, the initial progeny of worlds, chief of powers divine, Queen of heaven, the principal of the Gods celestial, the light of the goddesses”This cult especially appealed to women.


The worship of Mithras was dominated by men, especially soldiers. Mithras was a Persian god of light and truth, who also promised eternal life, something that it syncretized from Christianity. It focused on bull sacrifice carried out in a vaulted, cavelike temple called a Mithraeum. 


Manichaeism attempted to be the true synthesis of the religious beliefs of the period, and so it recognized Jesus, Zoroaster, and Buddha as prophets. The main tenet was philosophical dualism, emphasizing the struggle between good and evil. Followers were encouraged to attempt to live pure lives.

2. Describe the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth, using examples from Matthew 5-7 in your answer.

Jesus strongly criticized the pillar of the Jewish establishment, the Sadducees, the priests and wealthy men who saw the Temple at Jerusalem and its rites as the heart of Judaism. He also rejected the growing movement of the Zealots, although some Zealots were followers of him. Inward purity was his main principle. He argued that the kingdom of God was actually already beginning to arrive. Jesus taught that he could forgive people’s sins. He called for generosity and forgiveness, and also taught people to treat others as one would like to be treated. He said that prayer, fasting, and acts of charity should be conducted in private. Matthew 6:5-6 reiterates this principle: “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men…but when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen.” He also called on his followers to endure persecution, as seen in Matthew 5:10 – “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 

3. How did Paul of Tarsus alter the dynamics of Christianity?  Use examples from the assigned epistles in your answer.

Paul of Tarsus changed what being a Christian meant. He promoted that Jesus’ fate offered all humanity the hope of resurrection, redemption, and salvation. 1 Corinthians 15:13 talks about the reality of Christ being resurrected, as well as how His people can do the same: “If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ hs been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.”He taught that only faith in Jesus as messiah would lead to salvation; instead of just relying on works. 1 Corinthians 15:2 mirrors this teaching: “By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.” Also, the Jerusalem church baptized converts and considered them Jews, but Paul considered them to be converts in Christ, not Jews. Paul’s beliefs are shown in Galations 3:28 – “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” He thought that circumcision, dietary laws, and strict observance of the Sabbath were irrelevant. 

