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On the reading and “Maedchen In Uniform”


“Maedchen in Uniform” is a german film released in 1931 and directed by 

Leontine Sagan. Christa Winsloe is the original writer for the novel that inspired the 

movie and also wrote the screenplay used in the film. The  story takes plane in an 

“all girls” dormitory where a sensitive girl falls in love with one of the teachers 

there, whom all the girls adore. The strict principal separates the girl Manuela from 

everyone else after announcing her love for the teacher Von Bernberg, causing her 

to attempt suicide from jumping off the staircase. In the end Manuela is saved by all 

the other girls, forcing the principal to resign.


There are strong themes of homoeroticism between Manuela and Von 

Bernberg throughout the film, which is considered the first pro-lesbian movie. 

However, the nazi party banned many copies of the movie and supposedly 

attempted to burn copies of the film. An interesting fact about the movie is most of 

the crew and cast of “Maedchen in Uniform” were Jewish, probably another reason 

why the Nazi’s wanted to burn the film. The propaganda ministry also went to great 

lenths to get rid of any influence in cinema that wasn’t german, including removing 

the names of jewish directors from older film credits and political rallies against film 

that used jewish actors.
